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No. We have certain record keeping requirements under the Federal Records
Act of 1950. 1I'll provide you with further information shortly -- the rules
are quite detailed. The bottom line, however, is that federal agencies are
legally obligated to retain "records" that reflect the evolution of a
process. That does not mean that we have to keep everything, but we do need
to retain the important or substantive stuff. For instance, drafts, e-mails
or meeting notes reflecting substantive ideas or thought process require
retention. On the other hand, drafts reflecting typo corrections or mere
logistics (such as setting up a meeting date) can be disposed of.

HOWEVER, we are still entitled to claim exemptions under FOIA for the records
that we are required to retain. In particular, we can usually protect this
material under the deliberative process privilege. That privilege protects
material reflecting our thought process leading up to the final product.

More later.
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